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FOREWORD 


The book contains 108 stones. Many of the 
stones were either heard or read by Ramdas on 
various occasions. The reader will find in the book 
also stories told by Sri Ramakrishna, Sn Ramana 
Maharshi and other saints of India and abroad. 
The collection is by no means exhaustive. But the 
stories presented here will no doubt prove to be 
a source of instruction and enlightenment to the 
spiritual aspirant. 
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MATAJI'S UNBOUNDED CHARITY 


Mother Krishnabai's life is a life of total self- 
dedication. Her vision is universal, her identity with all 
beings is perfect as it is based on the realisation of the 
Atman. She looks upon all beings and creatures as her 
own expressions and embodiments. This is 
exemplified in all the attitudes and acts of her daily 










from tomorrow, bring all the milk that you get from 
the cow. I will pay you reasonable rates.' 

The poor man was happy ever afterwards. This is 
charity in eacelsis. 



2. HOW MATAJI TAMED A MODERN DURVASA 

Sadhus. to whatever denomination, sect or creed 
they bebng. are welcome at Anandashram. 
Sometimes, we would find scuffles aril fights going on 
amongst them in the Ashram Dharmashala. One 























commotion everywhere because the ringing o( the 



saytig that he would give him then what he wanted. It 
means that till tomorrow Oharmaraja is not gotrg to 

great victory* 


Yudhishtira was awakened. He called the poor 
away without waiting for the next day. 




. SAINTS I 


: FORGIVE 


Samarth Ramdas was once going with his disciples 
to meet Shivaji. On the way they rested under a big 
tree. The disciples feeling hungry, entered the sugar- 
cane fields nearby and without the owner's 
permission, cut some sugar-canes which they brought 
to their Guru. Hearing about the trespass and not 
knowing who the saint was. Use landlord came there 
and in a fit of anger, took hold of a sugarcane and 




we did. So he must not be punished; nay, as 
compensation for his loss of sugar-cane, for the 
trouble of coming here and the anxiety caused by the 
fear of punishment, you must grant him a gift of five 
vllages." Thus he who expected heavy punishment for 
beatiig the saint was not only forgiven but also given 


















saytig that he would have not one but three children. 

Hearing this, Narada went straight to Vaikuntha 
and accused Lord Vishnu of uttering an untruth. 

devotee about whom l mentioned to you was not 

destined to have a child. Now I find that he has got 

three children." Vishnu laughed and said, 'That must 

change one's destiny." 





lo answer the charge ol absence from duty the 
previous nighl. The sepoy explained what had 
happened. Though the charge was a serious one. he 
was let oil with a warning. 

The lollowing night also he was on duty and again 
the same Kirtan party was seen passing nearby singing 
God‘s name. Though the sepoy had been warned the 
previous day lor his lapse, he cotid rot resist joining 






and join the street singers. I myself came at midnight 
to the sentry post to cheek if you mere there. And I 
saw you there on duty. So where is the question of 
your absence?" 

At this the sepoy was stunned. He could guess 
how God was so gracious to him as to stand sentry 
assuming his form so as to save him from punishment. 
This incident completely changed his vision and life. 
He renounced everything and dedicated his life 












days. Narad* stayed on and matched what the farmer 
was doing- 


The farmer’s routine was to get up early in the 
morning, take aloud God’s name once, and then go to 



when he was with the farmer-devotee. Narada then 
asked Him how He could consider the farmer as the 
foremost ol His devotees. 


"I wll show you how he is My greatest devotee.” 



to Vishnu without spilling even a drop of oil. 


Vishnu, on seeirg him back, questioned him, 
'How many times did you remember Me during the 







period ot your circumambulation of Vaikuntha with 
the cup of oil in your hands?' 1 Narada was surprised al 
this question and said, "Lord, are You Joking with me? 
How is it possible to remember anything else w 
carrying out a task of such a difficult nature? 

not spill any drop.’ 

At this reply, Vishnu laughed ard remarked, "Look 
at the ease of the farmer. He engages himself in 
hundreds of activities, carrying heavy responsibilities 
of Ns worldly life. Nevertheless, he does not fail to 
remember Me at least twice a day, whereas in a short 
period, when you were engaged in carrying the cup of 
oil you utterly forgot Me." 

This reply from Vishnu humbled Narada. He 
realised that Vishnu was right and that he had made a 
mistake n thinking that he was superior to all other 
devotees. 

This illustration goes to show that the best way is 

for a short time daily, and then be engaged in your 
work and perform it honestly and conscientiously, 
having God-remembrance stamped on your heart. 


f 5? 














Viswamitra suggested that he mould apply the power 
he had gained by his austerities and lilt the earth. He 
put forth all the strength he had gained by his 
austerities but the earth did not move. Then Vasishta 
came forward and applying the strength which he had 
gained by one minute's company of saints, lifted the 
earth. Now Mahasesha said, 'Your question has been 
answered." 





YOURSELF 


BEINGS 


In order to have some fun, a man procured 
innumerable small mirrors and had them fixed up in 
his room on the walls, in the ceiling and on the flcor. 


mirror. After dosrtg the door, he switched on the light 

reflected in myriad forms in the mirrors - above, 
below arrf on all sides. He enjoyed the sight very 

much because he loved to see himself everywhere. 

but forgot to close the door. His dog entered the 
room a few minutes later and it saw its own 
reflections in the mirrors. The dog started barking at 
its own reflections and jumped and fought with them, 
as it thought those were dags different from itself. It 
fought till it got completely exhausted and fell down 

So, man in his ignorance, when fighting with his 
fellow beings, thinks they are separate frcm him. 
When he realises that all beings are the images of his 
own Self, instead of quarrelling with and disliking 
them, he wd love them all equally. 















I. Tukaram. as if greatly surprised, 
t had pane on a plgrimage. It was 


before the pilgrimage, but he wondered why it had 
not lost its bitterness in spite of the pilgrimage. This 
was a great lesson to all the pilgrims. 


There are so many who go on pilgrimage and 
return as bitter as before. But. if you go on pilgrimage 
as urged by God within, and congruously remember 
Him all through the pilgrimage and see only purity and 
goodness of God everywhere, you nl achieve purity. 
Such a pilgrimage will surely be beneficial to you. 












freely going 



father-in-law and son-in-law met together in a room 
to discuss privately about this impostor, the impostor 
found out that they were making enquiries about him. 
and suddenly disappeared by the back door. 










palms open, and fully exposed, while the rest of the 
body is covered, so that my subjects may see that l. a 
great king, the richest man in the world, wer* on my 
final journey, quite empty-handed, as I could not take 
anything with me." Such is the fate of all those who 
cling to material objects. 













had acquired supernatural powers. She directed the 
Sannyasi, if he warned to learn more, to the village 
butcher. Finding the latter in his shop, he approached 

Sannyasi if he had not been sent by sixh and such a 
woman. The Sannyasi’s surprise was now still greater. 
He asked the butcher how he could know things in the 

way he did. The butcher replied, "l am serving my okl 

parents with all love and devotion. They are to me the 
very images of God. I also carry on my business 
honestly and for their sake.” 

The Sannyasi’s eyes were really opened now and 
light came to him. He realised that one could get 
supernatural powers rot merely by going to the forest 
and mediating on God, but also by doing one's duty 
and servile of humanity, looking upon all beings as 
manifestations of God. Perhaps, living In the world 
and serving humanity with love is a better way. 
Ramdas can delicately say that such service, tone with 
absolute unselfishness, can by itself lead to God- 




I SNATCHES AWAY EVERYONE 


Lord Buddha, the great teacher, was going from 
place to place preaching Oharma - the path of 
liberation - to the people. He happened to go to a 

only ion and was sunk in deep pief. She was going 





could she get the seeds as required by Buddha. Now 

in the world ard that those who were born had to die 

one day or the other. She found consolation, and 

to teach her Charm a -the way to Nirvana. 









infinity of divine existence in which you lose yourself. 
He who goes there never returns to tell the tale of his 
experiences because there he becomes one with the 
eternal reality - God 


). TRANSfORMATKJN 










one place for many years with the result that his body 
was covered by ant-hills. He had faith in the words of 

the Master who said. ‘If you repeat this Name, you 

will be saved." So he became a great saint. 





Many people are mistaken in their belief that 
the I love between Krishna and the Gopis was of an 
ordinary nature on the physical level. This was rot so. 
Their love was on the higher spiritual level. When the 
Gopis merely thought of Him. they were lost in Him 
and were raised to su:h a state of ecstasy that, for tie 
tine beitg. they forgot tter bodies and their 
strroundings. All worldly inclinations, desires and 
thoughts were drowned in that ecstasy. The physical 
pains and attachments to the nearest kith and kin 
were all obliterated. 

Once it so happened that a Gopi asked her 
daughter-in-law to light the lamp in the house, getting 
fire from a neighbouring house, m those days, there 
were no electric lights or even match-boxes, fire was 
made by strking flint or rubbing two pieces of wood 
agaiist each other. The daughter-in-law went with a 
cotton wick soaked in oil to light it from the lamp at 
the neighbour's house. She placed the wick on the fire 
when, just at that moment, somebody said, 'Krishna 

is at the door.' Her eyes turned towards the door and 

she beheld Krishna standing there. She was so struck 
by the sight of Krishna that she stood gazing at Him. 




fire was burning. The flame was licking her fingers, but 

she was unconscious of her body. The mother-in-law. 
finding after a long wait that her daughter-in-law did 

her looking at Krishna, entranced and enchamed by 
His presence, although her fingers were burning. 

That was the love of Gopis for Krishna, their 

they are utterly absorbed in God - their heart's 
Beloved. 





























i SAMAOHI? 


Once there was a talk between Shiva and 
Parvati. Shiva is one of the Hindu Trinity, who is 
always in a state of Samadhi. His place is often in the 
cremation ground. He used to freely roam about, 
never feeling separate from the universe. He would 
leave Parvati in Kailas, while on his itinerary. Parvati 
asked Shiva to teach her to meditate and enter 
samadhi so that she could always remain in that state 
without at any time feeling the separation. Shiva 

turn her gate within and meditate. Then the following 
dialogue took place: 

Shiva : What do you see now? 

Parvati : I see your form before my mental vision. 
Shiva : Go beyorri that form. What do you see 

Parvati : I see a brillant light. 

Shiva : Still go beyond the light; what next? 
Parvati : I hear the sound Om.' 

Shiva: Transcend the sound. What is your 

To this last question, there was no answer. 
Parvati had become one with the Cosmic Self! There 




was now no subject and object, no seer and seen, no 

Realty, one Existerce. There was only one changeless, 

nameless, formless, non-dual Brahman. Some time 

later, when Parvati was gradually coming back to 

body-conscioibness, she was heard utter! softly 'I 
am Brahman!" 

be true tut its value consists in teaching, by way of 
illustration, the process of meditation and ultimate 
realisation. 


















There was once a merchant who had a pearl 

what the price of the necklace was. The merchant sad 

that the price was one thousand rupees. The buyer 

started flagging. He demanded the ornament for 

seven hundred and fifty rupees. The merchant refused 

to sell it for less than one thousand rupees. But the 

customer wanted it for 9C0, 960, 975 and lastly 999 
rupees. The merchant did not part with it for anything 
less than one thousand rupees. "I cannot give you the 
necklace without payment of its full price," he said. 

pay the full price for it. 

So also. God demands of you the fdl price before 
He can be yours. Verily, God is priceless. None can get 
Him without paying the full price, that is, your entire 
being in all its aspects, m fact, dedication of one ife is 
nothing, compared to the absolute freedom, peace 
and joy you get from Him. Even millions of lives 
offered to Him are only meagre recompense for the 
unimaginably precious and mapiificent return you 
get. 




FOR THE HUMBLE 


Sri Ramakrishna Paramatamsa was a 
humble devotee of Mother Kali. He was childlike in all 


fame of Srt Ramakrishna. In the course of his talk, 
Keshab Charrira Sen said he had recently enacted a 
religious drama in which he took the chief part. Sri 
Ramakrishna quietly listened. A disciple of Keshab 
Chandra Sen said that Keshab played his part very well 
and everybody applauded him. They were planning to 
enact another drama. Keshab Chandra Sen jokingly 
asked Sri Ramakrishna if he would like to take part in 


hesitation, Sri Ramakrishna replied, "I shall take the 
part of the dust of your feet* 


What was the result of his reply? Sudden stillness 
and silence. By humbling themselves, saints humble 
others. When we reduce ourselves to the dust, we 
realise the glory of the Spirit within. 



















Haridas 


husband 


hears about it? 

Woman : What (toes it matter? I am prepared even 
to give my We lor you. 

Haridas : Then, say 'Krishnarpanam' and give. 

The woman said Krishnarpanam' and gave the 
nose-ring to Harittos. He then went straight to the 
merchant (her husbard) under the pretext of selling 
it. Seeing Haridas coming, the merchant, in a 
contemptuous tone, asked: "Shameless fellow, have 
you come again?" 

Haridas : l have come here to do business, not to 
beg. Take this ard give me its price. 

The merchant took the ornament from Haridas. 

ornament. He asked Hardas where he got it from. 
Haridas replied that a generous woman gave it to ham 

Merchant : You thief, is it true that you got it as a 
present? 

Haridas : Thief! Krishna also was a thief. 

Merchant : If Krishna was a thief, must you also be 


tomorrow. 




Haridas left, and the merchant, in a til o f rage, 
came straight to his house and knocked at the door. 
Hearing the knocks, the wife thought it was another 

Gopaladasayya?* 

Merchant : Ha, Gopalarbsayya, 1 'hall show you 
Gopaladasayya by a slap on yoir cheek. 


The door was opened. The merchant asked his 
wife, "What did you give to the beggar?" 



yoir nose-ornament, lei me? 


W*e : I have kept it in the Puja room. 
Merchant : Bring it here immediately. 

Puja room to get it. 




ling Kill. 



Darshan to the miserly merchant. He no more 
remained a miser, no more a merchant. He 
distributed all his wealth to the poor and with his wife 
left for Vijayanagar to serve in the temple of Vijaya 
Vithoba. There he came to be known as 


Purandaradas. 









lo heaven. 






limping, asked him how he became lame. Then 
Epictetus gave a characteristic reply, *1 am not lame, 
but my leg is lame." His detachment lrc*n the body 
was so perfect that whatever happened to it, he never 
thought it had anything to do with his real Self. 





In Pandharpur, a plate famous for the temple of 
Vithoba. whose image represents lord Krishna, there 
was an ardent devotee. He was also an affectionate 
son of Ns parents whom he served with great love. 
One day. when he was engaged in the service of his 
parents, Vithoba came to the door of his house and 
caled Nm out. The devotee said, "Please wait, O Lord, 
I shall come to you after l have finished serving my 
parents." So, he made lord Vithoba wail Service of 
one's parents is most important and is held superior 






permitted to Spend 


daily in a solitary 





















her. She came wllingly and supervised the 
preparations (or her husband’s marriage. 


Before the (unction commenced, however, the 
assembly, "I wish to tell you some details o( my (amity 



men who were ordered to kill them. On being 
questioned they confessed that they did not kill the 
children and begged to be pardoned. After careful 
enquiries, he was convinced that they were his own 
children. Of course, he could not marry his own 
daughter. So the marriage was cancelled. All were 
pleased with the result The people of the kingdom 
highly appreciated the good and lofty qualities of the 
queen who calmly passed through the severe trials 
that befell her. They then prayed that she should not 
go back to the forest but stolid remain in the palace 
as the queen. She agreed to the proposal. 


See how detached the queen was while living and 





distractions. So she had developed detachment 
worldly pleasures and position. 




















Instead ol one. 


blind man cannot come alone, he will be led by 
another.' 

This illustration is to show that worldly happiness 
does not come to us alone but is always acccmparied 
by sorrow. Pleasure bom of material things is always 
mixed with sorrow. The objects of the senses cannot 
gwe us unmixed happiness; this is the experience of 




In the Bhagjvad Gita, it is said that a devotee who 
has attained Jnana or liberation is verily God Himself. 
Lord Krishna showed the world how He venerated 
those who had reached this blessed state. His humble 
devotee, Sudama, went to have His Darshan in 
Dwaraka. As soon as He saw Sixlama. He received 
him, placed him on His throne and worshipped him. 

On another occasion, when Narada went lor the 
Darshan of Krishna in Dwaraka, he was told, at the 
entrance of the palace of Krishna, that Krishna was 
not then available for Darshan. 

the Lord was engaged in His usual worship. Narada 
was surprised to hear this and wondered whom 
Krishna worshipped. He Himself beir^ the Supreme 
God. So he went inside quetly and peeped into the 
room where Krishna was silting for worship. He saw 
Krishna busy worshipping the images of Prahlada. 
Ambarisha. Draupadi. Valmiki. Narada and others. 

doing. Then Krishna said. ‘I am worshipping these 
devotees who are the images of my God.“ 


CONTROL 






Pujari that the Sadlu did not receive any food from 
the tempfe and that he was satisfying his hunger by 
begging. 

Now, the manager, getting interested in the 
Sadhu, was curious to know why he was sitting the 
whole day doing practically nothing. He went up to 
the Sadhu and, sitting near him, asked him 'Sadhuji. 
what is the meaning of your sitting the whole day 
without stirring out?* 

The Sadhu replied. *1 will give you the answer in 













SURRENDER. 


and the other small, wNIe hopping about, fell into the 
pot of curds. Both of them struggled for some time to 

all hopes, kept quiet, and sank to the bottom and 

died. The smaller frog did not warn to give in easily. 
He struggled and struggled for hours together. He was 

now completely exhausted and therefore kept quiet 

for some time. By the frog's contiruous struggles and 

his constant movements in the curd pot. the curd was 

the frog stopped struggling through exhaustion and 
became st.l, the butter gradually formed itself into a 
lump. This gave a chance for the frog to leap out of 
the pot. 

It is clear from this story that struggle or Sadhana 
is essential to secure freedom from the toils of 

worldly life. You should strive hard to get God and 

when you are completely exhausted in the effort and 
lie still in surrender at His feet. He comes to you as 
your saviour. 






). COMPASSION TO THE REVILER 


Buldha is a peat example of one who, through 
the attattmer* of Nirvana, had love and compassion 
towards all livir® creatures whether they were good 
or bad. Once, in the course of his wanderings for 
spreading the message of Oharma. he went to a 

















Rakshasas 


with such a terrible destructive force that their 

pain and panic of His monkeys, decided to do 
something to save the situation. By His divine power. 
He suddenly changed the combatants on both the 
sides into His own form. All the monkeys of Sri Rama's 

army and all the Rakshasas of Ravana's army now 

appeared as Sri Rama Himself. Thus each monkey saw 

Rama and so embraced him and danced with joy 
whereas every Rakshasa saw the other Rakshasa as Sri 
Rama - his avowed enemy. So. they foight ferociously 
among themselves in the battle-field and killed one 
another. 

everywhere with the eye of faith and devotion, fear 


















In that correction, he decided to perform a peat 
Yagna or sacrifice. Sacrifices are done in India by 
offering oblations to God through fire for gaining 
particular ends. In this case, the end was the securing 
of plenty and prosperity for humanity. The saint 
invited donations for this great work from various 









kHg could rot recognise the Yogi, because he had led 
him many years earlier and had by then completely 
changed in appearance. 

Ader the whole function was over, when the 
guests were about to take leave of the Yogc they 
approached him one by one for bidding farewell. The 
kHg also went to him and, kneeling before him, said. 
*0 Lord, l hear you possess great miraculous powers. 
Wll you be kind enough to show me a miracle?' 

The Yogi replied, ‘The miracle has already been 
performed.* 

'How?' asked the krtg, in surprise, "l have not 
seen arry miracle here.* 

Then the Yogi smilingly said. 'Need l say I was 
your servant some years ago? Whenever you 

before you to receive orders. Now. I am sitting and 
facing you like a king and you are bowing before me. 
Can there be a greater miracle than this?' 


They came to Damaji tor help. He gave whatever he 
had and finally distributed all the grains from the 
government god own to the starving people. 

The head-clerk of Damaji was jealous of him and 
thought that if Damaji were to be removed from his 

sent information to the Nawab of Bijapur that Damaji 
had distributed 
people. Hearing 




Vithoba 
















Damaji then took the Nawab to Pandtarpur lor 
Darshan of Vlthoba. Both of them stood in front of the 
Deity. 


Then lord Vithoba revealed Himself to both of 


handed over the money to the Nawab was standing in 
front of them in place of the stone image. Thus the 
Lord saved His devotee and gave Darshan to the 
Nawab also. The Samadhi of Damaji and that of the 
Nawab are side by side in Margalwedha. 









A devotee, who w as verv keen on beholding his 
Ishta, Sri Krishna, desired to have guidance. So lie 
asked some devotees he met whether they could help 
him in finding Krishna. They said that they had 
themselves not seen Him and so they were not able to 
guide him. They suggested he might be able to get 
siitable advice in the matter from the devotees living 
in Brindavan. Krishna's devotee made his way directly 
to Brindavan with the purpose of fulfilling his quest. 

Pujaris and the devotees assembled there and asked 


beholding 
that they 












yourself from bondage is in your own hands 
l in the hands of others. 









lipped along 



devotion. I am not at all happy though you give me 
rfch offerings, and perform elaborate Puja. Please take 
me back to the butcher so that I can again be happy." 









extraordinary magnanimity and good nature of the 
saint, the man felt great repentance and became ora? 
of his arrfent devotees. 














DWELLS I 


BEINGS 


This happened more than filly years ago. The 
famous sainl of South Inda, Sri Sal Baba, had gained a 
greal name in the spiritual world. Orce, he was 
absorbed in some thought when, sudderiy. a smile 
appeared on Ns lips. ‘In your temple, does any person 
come to you?" he lovingly asked his well-known 
disciple Sri Upasani Maharaj. 

Upasani Maharaj, as commanded by Baba, was 
then living in the outskirts of Shirdi. in the temple of 
Khandoba, in the cremation grounds near the river. 
The temple was dilapidated Beirg an orthodox 
Brahman, he had refused to stay in the Dwarika Mayi 
Masjid where Baba stayed. He was having Darshan of 
meals daily in the 
in the Masjid. Only 




on the wav?’ When Baba spoke like this, Upasani 
Maharaj remembered the dog he had met on the way 
and repented very much over his (allure to feed ii Sai 
Baba remained silent. 


Maharaj 










Mahatmi 


mother was greatly disappointed and began to cry 
aloud. Seeing the pliable condition of the woman and 
feebtg great compassion for her. the Mahatma looked 
at the dead body of the child and said, "l command 

assembled people, the chili 









THE COCONUT THIEF 


Once at about 2 o'clock alter midnight, we in 

windows. We came to the window to find out what 
the matter was. We saw two able-bodied Ashram 
workers bringing with them a stout young man by 
holding him firmly by his arms. One of the workers 

handed when he plucked coconuts from the Ashram 
trees." The workmen said that the man had already 
plucked 11 coconuts which were lying under the tree 
when they found him. 

Mataji told the workers to take him down to the 
kitchen and keep him there till day-break. TNs was 
done. Mataji detained the thief till breakfast-time 
and, having served him a full breakfast and presenting 
him with eight of the 11 coconuts, sent him away with 
mild and motherly advice. 

A few days later, in the evening, after the daily 
Bhajan was over, the Ashram workers again brought 
the same coconut thief to the front-door and Ramdas 
was called to see him. Ramdas asked him why he had 
committed theft again, and whether he would give his 
word to Ramdas that he would no longer commit such 
thefts. The man felt shy and, lowering his head, said. 





from the Ashiam compound." 

Ramdas said he was not satisfied with such a 
promise. He must give his word that he would not 
steal coconuts from anywhere henceforth. The man 





A SILENT MEETING 




former travelled 


Southampton. 


famous philosopher of America. 

Englishman. Thomas Carlyle. The 

im America to England by steamer 


On landing, he proceeded straight to London 
where Carlyle lived. He went to Carlyle's house and 
not finding him there, went as directed to the Club 
frequented by him. The man in charge pointed to 
Carly ha seated on a chair at one of the tables. Emerson 

Carlyha. They sat beside each other without 
exchary;ir$ a single word for about two hours. Then. 
Emerson departed from the place, proceeded to 
Southampton, caight a steamer and came back 


One of his friends, on his return asked Emerson if 
he had met Carlyle in England and whether he had 
any talk with Nm. Emerson replied he felt extreme 
peace and joy in the delectable company of Carlyle. 




HUMBLED 


60. SHIVAJI’S PRIDE 


Shivaji was an ardent dsciple of Samaith Ramdas. 
the famous saint of Maharashtra. Orce it happened 
that Shivaji was building a new fort for which he had 
engaged thousands of workmen. Shivaji used to ga to 
inspect the construction work every day. One day. 
seeing the thousands of workers busy with the 
construction of the tort, he felt a certain amount of 
pride in being responsible for feeding thomands of 
men. Just at this psychological moment, his Guru 
Samarth Ramdas arrived on the spot. He made out 
from the demeanour of his disciple that a wave of 
pride had arisen in Ns heart. In order to free him from 

breaking open a huge rock which was lying nearby. 


Shivaji, obeying the instructions from his Guru, 
caled upon some workmen to break open the rock. 



occupied by a number of frogs. Now the Guru, 
drawing the attention of Shivaji to the frogs and the 
water, questioned him, "SNvaji, are you feeding and 
looking after these frogs as well, who reside in the 
holes inside the rock?' Hearing this, Shivaji's prick- 
was humbled and at once he fell at the feet of the 

Guru and sought pardon for Ns erstwhile conceit and 

sense of self-importance. 








So, in the case of an ignorant soul, the removal of 
ignorance means the recovering of Divine 
Consciousness, which he had lost, being obsessed by 

sense of separation must go. 


of performing Kirtara in the temple at his place. Vast 
crowds would gather to partake of the spiritual feast 
he offered. 

One day a friend who attended Tukaram‘s Kirtans 
came to him and requested him to perform a Kirtan 
which should excel all those he had done previously. 
Tukaram agreed. The following night was appointed 
for the unique performance, and the news of it spread 
far and wide. The crowd this time was urusually 
enormous. The temple was filled to overflowing. 

Al waited expectantly for the Kirtan. Tukaram 
stood up with his pair of cymbals and started. ‘Vithal, 
Vithal” - the name of God worshipped in the peat 
stvine of Pandharpur. The sweet Name rang through 
* audierce, "Vithal, ' 
m the lips of the sair 






Tukaram 


slopped and opened his eyes. All those who had 
assembled there the night before except one had 
disappeared. 

One man was sitting with sleepy eyes in front of 
Tukaram on the blanket on which he stood. Tukaram's 
joy at the sight of the friend who sat up to the last for 
the Kir tan knew no bounds. He could not resist sayirg. 
‘My friend. I am simply delighted to see that there is 
at least one in the vast audience collected here who 



































weighed herself in gold and distributed the wealth to 
the poor. Jubilant over the merit acqjired by the 
queen-mother by this great act of charity, her son. 
Raja Siddharaj, remitted the taxes payable by his 
subjects, to the value of several lakhs of ripees. 

Now, Minal Devi became so proud that she 
believed nobody in the world could be as charitable as 
herself. Bhagwan Somnath, who wanted to save His 
devotee by teaching her a lesson, appeared before 
her in a dream and told her, "A poor woman has come 
to My shrine for Darshan. Go to her tomorrow and 
beg of her to give you the merit she has amassed." 

Roused from her sleep, Minal Devi fell to thinking 
over the dream. Fkially she came to the conclusion. 
‘This is nothing too much for me. I will give her money 
and purchase her merit-’ 

Accordirgly, in the morning, the queen-mother 
sent messengers to find out the woman devotee. 
Soon they brought to her an old pilgrim,- a poor 
Brahman woman. The queen-mother told her, “Give 









explain why 


'AB the material wealth in the world cannot yield tte 

Lord gives to a true devotee, however poor, low and 



equal to devotion. : 


is not enough to have money. More precious than 
wealth is the right conduct and true urfcargaining love 

lor God. So one shoiid observe the rules ol Oharma. 

Similarly, it is not enough to have power. One shouU 
also have patience combined with humility. One 
should control one's mind by practising vows and 
spiritual disciplines from youth. Even when one is *i 
extreme poverty, one should never refuse to give 
alms. These rules, though seemingly insignificant, are 
highly important and must be followed by all 

Hearing these words from the lips of the Bralvnin 
woman. Minal Devi's pride was destroyed. She 
expressed her gratitude to the poor woman. 
Sharfcarji. the Lord of Somnath. out of His infinite 

precious lesson to the queen-mother. 







tamindar, "Ate you performing prayers, or are you 
buying a pair of shoes from Moor a rad Company of 
Calcutta?* Saying this, Vamakshepa resumed 





greater 


The tamindar was taken aback at this rude exposure 

of his inner working of the mind. For, even though he 

was outwardly prayirg. his mind was, all the time, 

wandering in the streets of Calcutta, thinking of 
purchasing shoes and that at the very firm mentioned 
by the saint He was utterly surprised aril thought. 
'He is not an ordinary person. He is a Mahatma. He 
has read my maid correctly." 

Completely humbled, the tamindir felt ashamed 

Mahatma, he sad, ‘Yes, Mahara). I was thinking of 
what you said just now. Kindly bless me so that I may 






A wealthy Seth had opened an Annakshetra 
(free feeding hoibe) in Us town. His feeling of charity, 

loved praise and fame. He only desired that society 

should look upon him as a peat philanthropist and 

that people should praise him. 

The Seth was also a wholesale dealer in corn. 
From whatever was left in his granaries at the end of 

sent to the Annakshetra for feeding the poor and 

hungry. The Rotis made out of this rotten corn alone 
were served to the hungry ones. 

In due time, the 5ethji‘s son got married and the 
daughter-in-law came to stay in the hocde. She was 
very good at heart and charitable by nature. She was 
also gifted with great wisdom and courage. Seeing the 
miserly ways of her father-in-law. she felt pain and 
resolved to mend them. She took upon herself the 
task of preparing Sethji's food in the house. 

rotten corn from the Annakshetra and prepared a Roti 
out of it. When Sethji sat for his meals, along with 
other Hems of food, the daughter-in-law also served 
him this Roti in his plate. Seeing the thick black Roti. 




discomfort 


whatsoever ineatirg such Rotis." 

Needless to say. the Sethji learnt his lesson and 
the rotten stuff served in the Annakshetra was thrown 
away and replaced by good corn. From that (by 
onwards the hungry were fed with fine Rotis. 








. CONTENTMENT 


There was a time when discontent seized the 
soiis of men in the world to such an extent that they 
unitedly raised a wail to the throne of God for relief. 
Every man, dissatisfied with Ns own lot, felt he would 
gladly exchange places with his neighbour. 

God heard their cry and appeared before them. 
Al the aggrieved people assembled arouid Him on a 
vast plain. God now said, *0 men, in response to your 

power to throw down on this plain the particular 
disability or woe which is the cause of your discomfort 

At once, in Nat haste, all the people divested 
themselves of their burdens of sorrow and flung them 






mountain 


woes disappeared. All the people felt (or the moment 
happy and relieved. God left them and they returned 
to their homes. 

What happened the next day? Louder 
lamentations, a hundred times more than what it was 
the day before, rose Irom the people. God again 
presented Himself before them. Now all the people 



s exchange." God granted their prayer and they 
eturned perfectly satisfied. 












the incident he repeated, 'Well done! God does 
everything lor the best!' 

On hearing these words, this time his wife 
became desperate and beat her own head. She 
became so distressed over these remarks that she did 
not even try to express her feelings to her husband. A 
short time afterwards, somebody told them that their 
dog was rolling in agony in the street. It died soon 
after. The master of the house again said. "It is all very 
well! Whatever God does is always for our good." 
Seething with arger. his wife was now unable to 

repeating such senseless words? Without any rneam 

of livelihood, now remain in the house and starve. 

Take to your bed ar«d sleep till morning The hull that 
gave us food, and the parrot that was waking us up in 

the morning have both gone. The faithful dog also 

cremation ground. Then you will realise to the fid I, 

"What has happened cannot be charged,’ said 
the man. who was perfectly cakn and cheerful. He 
took everything as God's grace. He was pu*s 
unperturbed by his wife's ironical outburst. But his 
wife was feeling very miserable. She was worried as to 
how they would eke out their livelihood. 









. LEARNING VERSUS REALISATION 


A Brahmin once sen! his two ions to a learned 
pandit to study the Vedas and Upanishads. Having 
completed their studes after twelve years, they 
returned home. Their father asked one of them. 
" Have you understood Brahman?'* The boy said. "Yes*, 
and started quoting Sloka after Stoka from the 
scriptures to explain what Brahman was. Listening 
patiently to his son's verbose exposition, the father 
told him, "Boy, you have not understood Brahman." 
He then asked his other boy if he had understood 

what Brahman was. He did not give any answer, but 

kept quiet. The father asked him the same question 
twice, thrice and four times. Still the boy remained 

silent. The father then said. "My boy. I am delighted 

to see that you have really understood Brahman.* This 

Truth. What you experience after your thoughts have 

completely ceased to flit about in the mind, does not 
admit of description because it is inexpressible. 









disappear and Ihe evil 
condemning, criticising, i 
the world. By so doing, i 
more and more impure. I 





76. NON-ATTACHMENT IS TRUE FREEDOM 


Machhendranath and Gorakhnath were once 
wandering together from place to place. 
Machhendranath was the Guru and Gorakhnath the 
disciple. The disciple in this case was a Siddha, but the 
Guru was not yet ripe. The Guru had a bag which he 
would not trust anybody with, not even his disciple. 
He took it wherever he went, being ever cautious 
about its security. The disciple was surprised at the 
attachment of his Guru for the bag and wanted to see 
what it contained. But he could not easily find an 







Mailer continued to shower severe blows on the 

sat! The Guru beat him for throwing avray a small bar 

This opened the eyes of Machhendranath who now 
realised the peatness of his disciple and gave up his 
attachment to gold. 









other ministers started on the journey. When they 
waked on the road leading to the place, except lor 
the Prime Minister, all other ministers were tempted 
to see the shows, witness the entertaiiments, visit 
the restaurants, etc., as all these could be had without 

payment. They thought that there was plenty ol time 

to reach the place where they were to meet the fang. 
Leisurely, they went from one place of entertainment 
to the other. Time passed. The Prime Minister, 
without looking to the left or the right, walked 
straight to the garden where the meeting was fixed, 
and reached there an hour before schedule. The other 
mirasters reached the place half-an-hour late, or one 

The next day, the king called all the ministers and 
addressed them thus. ‘Now you all know why l made 
this slave (pointing to him) a Prime Minister. He is a 
man possessing sterling qualities befitting the high 

and unanimously applauded the king for his choice of 
the Prime Minister. 

So also. God's devotees, when they possess 
genuine love and devotion for Him. never think of 
anything or anybody other than God. They take the 

away by the attractions and temptations of worldly 
pleasures. 



Similarly, a saint having attained spiritual 
liberation himself is ever eager to release others from 
the bondage of ignorance. 







So also a person, whose mind can be compared 
lo the mongoose, when bitten hard by deep 
attachments to worldly things, becomes utterly 
miserable. In this condtlon. for relief and peace he 
goes to a saint and, by association with him, gets free 
from attachments and becomes happy and peaceful. 




necessity lor an earnest spiritual aspirant 
o I inner free (torn, joy ard peace. 























got no response. But a strange thing happened. 

or old age. and there may be nothing strange about 

As soon as the parrot heard the secretary's story. 

and stretching out its wings and legs lay as though 
dead. The secretary thought the parrot must have had 
a stroke which caused its sudden death. He conveyed 
the sad news immediately to his master. The master 
came and noticed the prostrate condition ol the 
parrot without any sign of life. He called a servant and 
asked him to take the dead parrot out of the cage and 
throw it somewhere far away from the house. The 
servant, as ordered, took the parrot from the cage 
and, going some distance, threw it on a heap of debris 
in a pit The moment the parrot touched the pound it 
got up and flew away. 

This story teaches us the lesson that the soul can 
achieve freedom onfy when its ego-sense is dead. 

















TiAaram was a great saint of Maharashtra. He 
lived in a place called Delu. He was sperdirg all his 

time in singing God’s name, talking about His glories 

and performing Kirtan in the company of devotees. At 
home, he was sitting in a corner engaged in chanting 

the name of Ns favourite God, Vithoba of Pandharpur. 

One day, when he was absorbed in the chanting 

took ill and was rolling on the ground with excessive 
stomach ache. Tukaram's wife was very much upset 
over the chiU's condition and told Tifsaram to go and 
fetch a physician. But Tukaram. taking no notice of 

Tukaram's wife got wild over his indifference. But 
Tukaram kept quiet. 

indigestible stuff in its stomach was thrown out. Tte 
child immediately ceased groaning from stomach 
pain. It sat up and was perfectly cheerful. Then 
Tukaram, seeing the recovery of the child, went up to 
his wife and said, "The child has now recovered from 

its pain by God's grace. If l had called in a physician to 

treat it as siggested by you. we would have had to 
pay him his fees for the treatment Will you kindly pay 
me the fees which you would have paid the physician 
so that I can use the amount for feeding the poor?' 
The wife turned away from him without giving any 
reply. 








Marathi is not good and proper. You must explain it In 
Sanskrit." To this the father replied, "1 have been 
explaining it in Marathi tor many years and the 
vilagers like it very much. All cannot understand 
Sanskrit, nor can I explain it in Sanskrit.” From the 
next day the son started readrg and expounding it in 
Sanskrit. 

The vilagers listened to him on the first day. But 

read«ig and explaining till then. They felt that the high 
sclnlarship of the son was a poor substitute for the 
father's sknple devotion. Gradually, therefore, the 
daily audierce began to grow less and less. Ultimately 
the reading had to be stopped completely for want of 








than one thousand leaves! 

This miracle opened the eyes ol the proud son 
and then alone he could know the real greatness ol 
his lather's devotion. He lell prostrate at his leet and 
begged his pardoiv shedding profuse tears of 
penitence lor his folly. 

The moral ol this story is clear. True knowledge is 

God. you have to unlearn what you have learnt. Those 
who think that they krow everything really krow 
nothing- H you are humble, the whole universe can be 




something to eat?" 

The minister looked around and discovered fruits 
on the trees. Climbing up a tree, he plucked a lew ripe 
fruits and presented them to the king. The king, in his 
haste to eat the fruit, while cutting it with a penknife, 
chopped off a bit of his finger. With a cry of pain, he 
dropped both the fruit and the knife, his injured finger 
streaming with blood. 











out tor a human being. We are fortunate in having 
found you." 

These words of his captors thoroughly alarmed 
the king. He remonstrated, "Let me go, I am the king 
of a province. You cannot, therefore, kill me for the 

The men laughed ar«J said, "Then this year's 
sacrifice is going to be unique, and our goddess will be 
highly pleased when she finds that we bring to her 
altar tNs time an exalted personage as an offering. 
Come along." 

They dragged the victim to the Kali shrine, not far 
away from the spot. He was duly placed on the 
sacrificial altar. Things were ready for the death-blow, 
when the priest, observing the bandage on his left 
hand forefinger removed it, ard discovered that a 

‘This man is not acceptable to our pjddess. Set him 






meted out to his friend. He was anxious to remedy the 
blunder by begging his forgiveness. So he rambled in 
the wood, called aloud the name of the minister, and 
at last found him. The minister was resting beneath a 
tree. Going up to him the kir^ embraced Km with 
extreme love and said, "Friend. I seek your forgiveness 
for the cruel treatment accorded to you. The truth of 
your golden saying is brought home to me." 

Then he narrated the incident of the intended 
sac r dice to the goddess, and how he was set free on 
account of the defect in his hand, caused by the knife- 



















from Devalcfca. Then he proceeded to Vaikuntha. The 
news having reached Vishnu and his Dixas. they in a 
body took to their heels ard disappeared. 
Hiranyakasipu entered Vaikuntha and findng the 
place vacant searched lor Vishnu everywhere, in all 

Vishnu could rot be found anywhere. He returned to 
his kingdom utterly disappointed. Soon after, Vishnu 
came out of His hiding place and returned to 
Vaikuntha. 


The news about Vishro's flight from Vaikuntha 
out of fear of the invasion of Hiranyakasipu spread 
like wild fire. It reached the ears of Narada. Narada 




aklng enquiries. 


Hiranyakasipu invaded Your heaven?' Vishnu 
confessed that since Hiranyakasipu was gifted with 
invincible powers acquired by his long continued 
penance. He could not face him. Then Narada 
queried, "It appears You hid yourself in such a place 
that Hiranyakasipu. in spite of Ms combing every 
possible place of hiding all over the three worlds, 
could not discover You. May I know where You were 
hidden when the search was paing on?" 

was hiding in the heart of Hiranyakasipu himself.' “Is 










duly 

worshipped with great reverence. 

Meanwhile, an ittformer. krowing that the 
Sannyasi was a bogus one. and was receiving honour, 
worship and rich presents from the king, approached 
the Prime Minister and told him the real situation The 
Prime Minister, at once, came to the palace to inform 
the king about the mistake he was making. But when 
he saw him engaged in the worship of the imposter 




not interfere, and so 
i uncertain whether the 





second's delay, the kng. w«h a delighted exclamation, 
rushed to the juggler and prostrated with all 

Supreme Lord. Your Lila is simply wonderful. 
Yesterday You came to me at the palace dressed as a 
Sannyasi and today l find You in the garb of a juggler 
exhibiting Your powers - Your Lila is simply 
wonderful I” 


samadarshan described 













able to find him out He descended into it and. sitting 

great devotion. Hours passed. 

Meanwhile, from the town in which tNs man 
lived, a party of ten to fifteen youngsters started on a 
picnic. They travelled on a boat to the appointed place 
up the river referred to above. Merrily the boatman 



move in spite of the strenuous efforts of the boatman. 
Then the boatman suggested that the party might halt 
at that place and finish up the picnic programme. The 
party had no other alternative. Getting down from the 
boat, they proceeded to the base of the hill. They 
proposed to spread a cloth on the sands and, sitting 
on it, make a good picnic repast of the many fine 
eatables they had brought with them. 














k>r« struggle 

dowiv the rope tied rourd the stone got loosened 
gradually until at last the stone fell dawn. Thereafter, 
the monkey could securely sit in the hole without the 
risk of falling again. 

The above story illustrates the struggle of the 
aspirant to concentrate his mind on God Airing 
mediation. The attachment to wortdy things is the 





attachment to worldly 
accompanied by pain and s 
eventualy. having become 

which leads to the realisatlor 



3. RELIANCE ON • 


In Ihe olden days, a wealthy youth was once passing 
alor$ a public road, when he heard sounds ol sobbing 
and crying proceeding from a house nearby. He 
stopped and listened to the pitiable cry ol a small girl 
in the following terms, ‘O lather! how long have we 















Hearing the voice, the pride of the Sadhu melted 

t*ne he cultivated truthfulness, forgiveness and 
compassion and became a true Sadhu. 





. JUSTICE 


OHARMA 


The Hindu kir^s of Kashmir were famoib tor 
their generosity, learning and justice. Maharaja 
Chandrapeed was one of them. He made a resolution 
to build a temple. He invited architects and ordered 
his ministers to provide the architects with the 
necessary materials for carrying out the task. 

The architects selected a place for the temple. 
When they were measuring that ground, a cobbler 
raised an objection and stopped them. In one part of 





placed me in a dilemma. By my coming in the way o f 
the construction of the temple, there will no doubt be 
sin which will affect me and also my ancestors. You 
are a king who follows the path of Dharma. You are 
generous while l am a poor low-caste man. But. if you 

hut for building a temple in its place, I will give it to 








you as an act of charity. By this, there will be merit for 
me as well as for my forefathers." 

"A Maharaja receiving as charity a piece of land 
from a cobbler!" tNs thought ran in the minds of the 
assembled ministers and courtiers. They started 
whispering among themselves. 

The Maharaja said to the cobbler, ‘Well, you can 
go." He sent Nm away without telling Nm anything 
further. The next day, tNs peat and righteous 

and accepted as charity the cobbler’s land. 



Once * happened, a poor Brahmin who warned 
to give his daughter in marriage was wandering from 
place to place for gettirg monetary help from wealthy 



Brahmn, as he ascended the steps of the hoine. 
started abjsing the saint The saint was unperturbed. 
He led the Brahmin guest inside the house and giving 
him a proper seat, asked him what he wanted. 











assured the Brahmin that he had done nothing wrorg. 
They somehow persuaded him to take his food. 

After the meats, when they sat together, the saint 
asked the Brahmin why he had been so highly 
disturbed. Now the Brahmin told the entire story - 
how a rich man had promised to give him a sum of 
Rs.200 provided he provoked Eknath to anger. But 

feet of the saint and sought parton for Ns bad 

Then the saint, with great love and compassion, 
said, "O, if only you had told me earlier, l would have 
got anpy so that you might get the generous gift from 


proposed to perform a big Yagna called Rajasuya 
Yagna in commemoration of the Pandava victory. The 
Yagna was attended by thousands of Rishis. Munis, 
Brahmins, besides innumerable subjects and poor 
people, lord Krishna, of course, graced the occasion 





people had taken their meals. At this sight. 
Yudhishtira felt curious and called the mongoose to 
explain its strange behaviour. The mongoose then toW 
the following story. 


to drought, that part of the country was stricken with 
famine. People in thousands were dying of starvation. 












wandered 


from place to place and 
attended small and great functions where the poor 

used for eating. In spite of going to hundreds of 
places, where such feedng went on, I could not 
stxceed *1 gettfig the other half of my body turned 
into the colour of gold." 

‘Then. I heard that Kirg Yudhishtira was 
performirg a Yagna where mi lions of poor people 
would be fed. I came here and saw a huge number of 
people lavishly fed. Turn by turn thousands were 
being fed and l have been rolling on the leaves after 
the meats but, to my great disappointment, the other 
half of my body remains the same as before.' 

Yudhishtira heard the story of the morgoose and 

suffused with smiles. Meanwhile the morgoose had 
disappeared. Yudhishtira understood that all this was 
the Lila of Lord Krishna performed to teach him a 
lesson and begged pardan for his pride and conceit. 





103. POWER OF THE NAME 


A famous saint of Maharashtra once paid a visit 
to place called Mangalwedha. about eight miles from 
Pandharpur. At that time a huge fort was under 
construction at Mangalwedha. While the saint was 
passing by the side of a high wall of the fort, where 
hundreds of labourers were workirg. the wall 
collapsed ard many including the saint were killed, 
crushed by the fall of the wall. The devotees of the 
saint missed him ard started a search. After a long 
and arduous search, they could not find him. Some 
people of Mangalwedha reported that in all 
probability the saint must have been crushed to death 
beneath the fallen wall of the fort. 

Accordirgly, a large number of devotees joined 
together in the work of removing the fallen wall. 
When they did so, they foimd a number of skeletom 
of people who had died in the accident. The devotees 








had entered into the very marrow of the 
by his unceasing practice of chanting the 
> the power of the Name. 






different directions. One settled down beneath the 
shade of a peepal tree and the other under a banyan 
tree. Hearing of their arrival a Bania householder first 
went to the Sadhu of the peepal tree and prostrated 
before him. 

’Maharaj." said the devotee, "It appears another 
Mahatm a has come to our town. Do you know ha m T 




sense?* asked the Sadhu reprovingly. 

'Maharaj. how could a poor a raj ignorant man 
like your slave hope to understand Sadhus? A 
Mahatma alone can know a Mahatma," retLrned the 


The Bania devotee left the place, and drectly 
going to the bazaar, purchased a seer of cotton seeds 
and making a bundle of it. proceeded to the first 
Sadlu of the peepal tree. Untying the bunde he 


prostrated before him. 


look, ’what is this for? - it is cotton seeds!* 

'Right, Maharaj - a stuff so dear to you. Do accept 


*ls anything wrong with you? - what do you 
const erration. 


'Why not? Maharaj. a Sadhu over there, beneath 
has a great partiality for cotton seeds.* 






"How should I know, Maharaj - a poor man like 
me caught it the meshes o( Maya! It is said: a 
Mahatma alone can recogriie a Mahatma," replied 
the devotee with a sly twitch at the corner ol his thin 
lips. 

The Sadhu was by this time thoroughly roused 
and, rising to his feet, said in an imperious voice: 

'Bhaktraj, take me to the place where the other 
Mahatma is: I shoiid like to teach him how to speak 

They went. It appears there was a terrible fight 
between the two Mahatmas, the Bania devotee 
witnessing the fun from a d stance. The affair ended in 
the Sadhus going without food for the day! 
















As usual, the disciple, who was yet a boy. started 
in the morning on his daily Bhiksha. When he was 
passing through a lane he was called by an astrologer 
who sat on the verandah of his house waiting for 
customers. Having had no customers till then and 
finding no work to do he asked the boy to sit by his 
side. Taking that moment as the basis, the astrologer 
studied the planets governing the life of the boy and 
found out that the boy, accord ng to his readirg. 
should die the next day. The astrologer told this 
anticipated event to the boy. 


The boy hearing the predction of the astrologer 
was thoroughly frightened. He could not collect the 













GLOSSARY 


Adhikari 

Aghori 

Annakshetra 

Ashram 


Bhagavad Gila 


Bhagwan 

Bhakta 


spiritual teachings 
A cult ol Yogis 
Free feeding house 


hermitage 

Enemy of the gods; demon 
The Self; Supreme Soul 


Lord Kristaa's teachirg 
Arjuna on the battlefield 

Devotee of God 


Bhimasena One of the Pa rdava brothers 

Brahmacharya A spiritual rftscipline involving 

strict continence; celibacy 

Brahman Impersonal God, the 

Absolute 

Brahmri A member belonging to the 

priestly Hindu Caste 

Darshan Visit; Divine Vision 

Dehapuri Body 

Deva God; celestial being 

DevaOka World of gods 




Dharma 

Dharmashalt 

Durvasa 


Righteousness; duty 

Rest-house 

Washerman 

for being easily angered 
Attendant or servant, 
messenger 

Milkmaids of Vrindavan. play- 


Three qualities - Sattma 
(harmony). Rajas (activity), 
and Tamas (torpor) 

Spiritual preceptor 

Chief of the celestials 

Chosen deity 

A type of swirg 

Wisdom; Absolute 

knowledge 

Divine Mother; Goddess 


Woollen blank 

LorrfsName 


c; singing i 




Incarnation 


Krishnarpanam 


gave the Bhagavad Gita 
Dedication or offering to Sri 
Krishna 
Anger; wrath 

A sweetmeat in the shape of 

Play of the Divine 

Welfare of the wcrid 
Tumbler, a small hand water- 


Mahataj Noble or great person. King 

Mahatma Saintly soul; noble person; 


Mantra 

Masjid 

Matsarya 

Maya 


Naivedyam 

Narada 


Sage 

Rosary 

Sacred syllable or set of 
words of mystic import 
A Muslim place of worship 
Jealousy 


Infatuation: attachment 
Food-offering to God 


Nirvana 


Parabrahman 

Paramahamsa 

Paramaima 

Parvati 

Puja 

Pujari 

Rajas 

Rajasuya Yagna 
Rakshasa 


The Supreme Brahman 

A sage; a category of Hndu 

Sannyasiitt 

Supreme Soul 

Spouse of Lord Shiva 

Worship 

One whose profession is to 
perform puja. priest 

performed oriy by Emperors 
Evil minded strong being; 

Avatar or incarnation of 


Ramnam 



Sadhaka 

Sadhana 


Ramayana 


Sage; seer of Truth 
Home-made bread 
Spiritual aspirant 
Spiritual practice 



Salagram 

Sama-darshan 

Samadhi 


Sannyasi 

Satsang 

Sattwa 


Stone emblem of God 

Super-conscious state; (also) 
the final resting place or 
tomb of a saint 

renounced worldly ties 
Association of saints; 

company of the holy 

harmony, purity 
Scripture 

God of the Hindu Trinity 
Yogi, perfected being, 

realised person 
Scriptural Verse 




Sudra The servant class 

Swami Form of adrfressing a 

Sannyasi, Ascetic, Lord 

Taluka Division of a province 

Tam as One of the three qualities - 

torpor; darkness 

Tapaswin Ascetic 

Tulsi A plant sacred to Vishnu 

Tulsipufa Worship of Tulsi 



Upanayanam 

Upanishad 


Vaikuntha 




Yagna 

Yogi 


Yogini 

Yudhishtira 


Initiation with the sacred 
thread into Brahmacharya 
Ultimate part of the Vedas 
dealing with attainment of 
Wisdom. Knowledge 
Abode of Vishnu 
Author of the Ramayana 
The most ancient authentic 
scr$iures of the Hindus 
Philosophy of the 
Upanishads; end of the Vedas 
One of the Hindu Trinity; his 
role is one of protection 

between the Real and unreal. 

right & wrong 

Sacrifice 

Practitioner of yoga; also cne 
who has realised the Self 
Feminine for a Yogi 
Eldest of Pandava brothers 



